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FROM THE PRESIDENT ...

While we remain focused on the Coronavirus pandemic, we should not forget that October is Breast Cancer Awareness 
month. Breast cancer is the most common cancer in women.  It is also the second most common cancer worldwide behind 
lung cancer, with approximately 1.7 million new breast cancer cases diagnosed in 2012* , with an increase to 2.08 million 
new cases diagnosed in 2018.* *  As a global health issue, continued research on breast cancer is of the utmost importance.  
However, there are also things that we can do to increase our own awareness about this disease:  1) Self-examination - 
Check your breasts regularly for any irregularities or changes.  Pay particular attention to lumps or discharge from your 
breasts. 2) Schedule your annual mammograms.  3) Follow-up with your doctor regarding any questions or concerns you 
may have. 4) Donate to organizations working to help further cancer research. Breast cancer can be treated effectively if it 
is caught early.  Join the fight against breast cancer and fight to win!                        

* World Cancer Research  Fund/American Institute for Cancer Research, Diet, Nutrition, Physical Activity and   Cancer:  a Global Perspective. Continuous Update Project Expert Report, 2018

* *  World Health Organization/Global Cancer Observatory                                                   

Dr. Barbara Kairson

Issue 3   |   Volume 1   |   October 2020

                                                 The Beacon
A Newsletter of the New York Coalition of One Hundred Black Women, Inc.

P.O. Box 2555, Grand Central Station, New York, NY, 10163

Email: nycobwcoalition@gmail.com  Website: www.cobwfounders.org

Telephone:  212-517-5700

Now Is the Time

We are a few days away from what may be the most important 
election in our lifetime.  Early voting will begin in New York City on 
October 24th and  continue through November 1, 2020.  Whether 
you are voting early, by absentee ballot or in person on November 
3rd, make a plan to vote.  Where possible, take someone with you, 
help someone complete their absentee ballot or assist someone 
in getting to the polls.  Make sure that your voice is heard.  
VOTE...no excuses!

The Coalition Goes Virtual

Despite the Coronavirus pandemic, the Coalition has remained 
active and on Saturday, September 26th, we entered a new era 
with our first General Membership Meeting held via ZOOM.  Our 
second ZOOM meeting was held on October 24th and proceeded 
with few "hiccups".  Although we will continue to meet virtually for 
the remainder of 2020, modern technology will allow us to come 
together in an entirely new way.  Our next ZOOM meeting will be 
held on Saturday, December 5,  2020 at 1:00 p.m. (information to 
follow).  Although the meeting will be virtual, the Community 
Service Committee is planning fun activities and surprises for all.  
Hope to "see" you there.



2

Herstory

During this, our 50th year, let us not forget the dynamic women who 
have served in the position of President since The Coalition was 
founded. We thank you for your leadership and for your vision.

Evelyn Payne Davis
1970 - 1973

Dorot hy Gordon
1974 - 1975

Audraine Wilson
1976 - 1977

Jewell Jackson McCabe
1978 - 1981

Bernice F. Powell
1982 - 1985

Bet t y Adam s
1986 - 1989
Cora Fields
1990 - 1993

Robin Bell St evens
1994 - 1995

Madeline Moore
1996 - 1999

Dr . Suzan Johnson Cook
2000 - 2001

Edit h Davenpor t
2002 - 2003

Nat at ia L. Gr if f i t h
2004 - 2007

Virgin ia M. Mont ague
2008 - 2011

Avalyn P. Sim on
2012 - 2016

Cheryl Green-Fost er
2017-2019

On October 17, 2020, The Coalition was pleased to welcome New York State Senator Kevin S. Parker 
to a special Town Hall "Conversation with Senator Kevin S. Parker ". The session was held via Zoom and 
Senator Parker discussed the recently concluded Census and its implications for New York State as 
well as the importance of voting in the November election.  To paraphrase his words, "Voting is a 
process, not an event."

The event was coordinated by Raven Robinson, former Role Model student, Marjorie Phillips, Chair 
of the Media and Communications Committee, and moderated by Sheena Delgado, a former 
panelist for the Role Model program. Thank you to all Coalition members who participated and a 
very special thank you to Raven Robinson, Marjorie Phillips, Sheena Delgado and Senator Parker. 

Do You Know What Year 2020 Is?
It's Our Anniversary! 

As many of you know, 2020 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
New York Coalition of One Hundred Black Women. The 
Fundraising  Committee worked tirelessly to ensure that we would have 
a successful luncheon this year but due to the pandemic, the luncheon 
had to be cancelled.

To recognize our 50th anniversary as a premier women's organization, 
the Committee worked to design a commemorative t-shirt that is now 
available for purchase.  The shirt is V-neck  and comes in sizes ranging 
from Medium to 2XL.  The cost is $30.00 and the price includes 
shipping.  We are asking all members to purchase a shirt to show pride 
in the organization and to help raise funds for Coalition programs.  
Please contact 1st Vice President Dorothea Thompson-Manning at:  
nycobw.vpplanning17@gmail.com for information on how you can 
purchase one of the beautiful limited-edition t-shirts.

The New York Coalition of One Hundred Black Women
Hosts a Town Hall Meeting with State Senator Kevin S. Parker
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